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OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE (REGENERATION AND 
SKILLS)

MEETING HELD AT THE REMOTE MEETING
ON MONDAY 19TH OCTOBER, 2020

PRESENT: Councillor John Sayers (in the Chair)
Councillor Blackburne (Vice-Chair) 
Councillors Brough, Halsall, Killen, Lewis, Myers, 
Robinson and Shaw

ALSO PRESENT: Councillors Fairclough and Pugh

8. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dowd (and her 
Substitute Member Councillor Brenda O’Brien) and Sathiy. 

9. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of any disclosable pecuniary interests or personal 
interests were received.

10. ITEM CALLED IN - PROCUREMENT OF 120 LITRE BLUE 
WHEELED BINS FOR GLASS RECYCLING 

The Committee considered (a) the report of the Chief Legal and 
Democratic Officer, which set out the decision of the Cabinet in relation to 
the Procurement of 120 litre Blue Wheeled Bins for Glass Recycling and 
the reasons why the decision had been called-in; and (b) the report of the 
Head of Highways and Public Protection which was considered by the 
Cabinet in relation to this matter. 

The decision taken by the Cabinet on 3 September 2020 in relation to this 
matter was as follows:

Decision Made: That the Head of Highways and Public Protection be: 

(1) authorised to conduct a procurement exercise, via mini-competition 
through the Yorkshire Purchasing Organisation (YPO) Framework 
551 - Lot 1, for the supply of approximately 100,000 wheeled bins;

(2) authorised to conduct a procurement exercise, via the Yorkshire 
Purchasing Organisation (YPO) Framework 551 - Lot 2, for a 
contract to distribute the above wheeled bins to individual 
properties within Sefton; and

(3) granted delegated authority, in consultation with the Cabinet 
Member for Locality Services and Chief Legal and Democratic 
Officer, to award the contracts resulting from the procurement 
exercises referred to above.
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Reason for Decision:

It is necessary to procure the supply and distribution of approximately 
100,000 wheeled bins in order to implement a glass collection and 
recycling service for domestic properties. In accordance with the Council’s 
Contract Procedure Rules, the value of this procurement requires pre-
procurement approval from Cabinet.

Alternative Options Considered:

Alternative methods of procurement, such as the Council running its own 
OJEU compliant procurement process, were considered and rejected as 
use of the existing OJEU-compliant YPO Framework was felt to provide 
the most effective and efficient route.

The decision was subsequently called-in by Councillors Brodie-Browne, 
Keith and Pugh.

Paul Fraser, Senior Democratic Services Officer reported on the validity of 
the call-in and highlighted that the call in requisition:

 had been received within the specified call-in period;
 had been signed by three Members of the Council who were not 

Members of the Cabinet, in accordance with the provisions in 
Chapter 6, Paragraph 38(a) of the Council’s Constitution; and

 referred to a specific decision made by the Cabinet and provided 
a reason for call in, in accordance with Chapter 6, paragraph 40 
of the Constitution.

Councillor Pugh, on behalf of Councillors Brodie-Browne and Keith, 
addressed the Committee and outlined and amplified the reasons for the 
call-in as follows:

To understand how the introduction of an extra wheelie bin can be 
accommodated by residents, whether it is necessary to comply with 
legislation, how the  separate election of glass connects with the proposed 
introduction of and consultation on mandatory glass bottle deposit 
schemes and whether such a step is required by legislation having regard 
to (a) references in the legislation to exemptions when separate collection 
has no significant environmental benefit and (b) the considerable progress 
made by MWDA in post-collection separation of waste.

Councillor Fairclough, Cabinet Member – Locality Services explained the 
decision and the reasons why it was taken by Cabinet.

Peter Moore, Head of Highways and Public Protection reported on the 
issues and the reasons for his recommendation and advice to Cabinet.
 
Councillor Fairclough, Cabinet Member – Locality Services and Peter 
Moore, Head of Highways and Public Protection responded to 
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questions/comments posed by Members of the Committee and Councillor 
Pugh, the call-in Member, in relation to the call-in concerning:

 potential problems experienced by residents who had insufficient 
space to store a blue wheeled bin

 reluctance of residents to use the wheeled bins because of the 
insufficient space in the curtilage of their properties thereby 
reducing the anticipated recycling rate

 the need to purchase approximately 100,000 wheeled bins
 concern that the scheme would not cover its own costs via the 

receipt of recycling credits
 concern that consultation had not been undertaken with 

communities regarding the scheme prior to the report being 
considered by Cabinet

 consideration of the use of alternative receptacles to the blue 
wheeled bins for glass recycling such as sacks or smaller 
receptacles that could be contained within current wheeled bins 

 concern that decisions were being taken favouring the optimisation 
of refuse vehicle rounds rather than residents’ views

 assurance was sought that following investigation of the anticipated 
take-up of the blue wheeled bins that orders would only be placed 
for the requisite amount

 reference was made to the cessation of the food waste collection 
service due to the poor uptake of the service by residents. Concern 
was raised that a similar situation could arise with the blue wheeled 
bins 

 how the project design of the scheme would ensure maximum take-
up so adequate recycling credits were obtained to fund the scheme

 the proposed blue wheeled bins were much smaller than current 
wheeled bins and they could be used for other waste materials if 
recycling priorities changed

 the re-introduction of bottle banks as an alternative to the blue 
wheeled bin scheme

 the scheme would help to meet the requirements from DEFRA and 
the Environment Bill 2020 regarding increasing recycling rates; and 
would accord with the Council resolution to tackle climate change

 objections were received to the initial introduction of wheeled bins 
but eventually residents came to accept them

 clarification was sought that the anticipated collection of 7,000 
tonnes of glass for recycling was solely from domestic properties 
not commercial
   

Councillor Fairclough, Cabinet Member – Locality Services then summed 
up the Cabinet’s position.

Councillor Pugh, on behalf of Councillors Brodie-Browne and Keith 
summed up the position of the call-in Members.    
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A Motion was moved by Councillor Blackburne and seconded by 
Councillor Killen that the Committee is not concerned about the decision 
made by the Cabinet.

The Democratic Services Officer officiated the vote and the Chair declared 
that the Motion was carried by 7 votes to 2 and it was 

RESOLVED: That

(1) the validity of the call-in be accepted; 

(2) the Committee is not concerned and accepts the decision made by 
the Cabinet in relation to the Procurement of 120 litre Blue Wheeled 
Bins for Glass Recycling, and

(3) in order that the Committee is kept fully appraised of progress in this 
matter, the Cabinet Member – Locality Services be requested to 
provide updates to the Committee up to and including the 
implementation of the decision.


